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Our Mission
The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee,
founded in 1995, is the nation’s largest
natural-habitat refuge developed
specifically for endangered elephants. It
operates on 2,700 acres in Hohenwald,
Tennessee—85 miles southwest of
Nashville.

The Elephant Sanctuary exists for two
reasons: 

To provide a haven for old, sick, or
needy elephants in a setting of green
pastures, hardwood forests, spring-fed
ponds, and a heated barn for cold
winter nights.

To provide education about the crisis
facing these social, sensitive,
passionately intense, playful,
complex, exceedingly intelligent, and
endangered creatures.

There are times in our lives when something so unexpected and
devastating happens that we feel the earth give way under our feet and
we collapse. That is exactly what happened at The Elephant Sanctuary
when Joanna Burke was killed by one of our beloved elephants, Winkie.
No one should have to withstand such a tragedy, but time does not
stand still. We are forced to move through the grief and find some
solace in everyday life. Asking why only produces more pain and
frustration, but acceptance comes with its own price. 

Now we face the challenge of working though the multi-layered process
of grieving a loved one lost at the hands of another loved one. The
Sanctuary’s mission of creating a safe and healthy haven for elephants
has been realized, but now we face an even greater challenge: we must
do more to protect the elephants and their caregivers as well. 

Identifying a problem is the first step to finding its solution. Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder has been discussed at the Sanctuary for nearly
two years. We now believe that several elephants at the Sanctuary,
including Winkie and Flora, are coping with the tragic effects of this
disorder. Seeing it play out right before our eyes is surreal. A dear friend
and colleague is gone, and we are left to make some sense of her death.
Winkie must be protected from the effects of her disorder, and we must
work to create additional ways for the elephants to receive the care and
affection required for their recovery.  All of this must be accomplished in
a way that ensures such an accident never happens again. 

We are eternally grateful to Paul and Carol Burke, Joanna’s parents, and
her big brother Mark Burke, for the love and support they have shown
during their time of great loss and sadness. Joanna’s family has
championed her mission to help needy elephants and has honored her
memory by expressing no malice towards the Sanctuary or Winkie.
Joanna’s friends and family knew that the elephants were her passion. 

By celebrating that passion, we honor her.  
Carol & Scott
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elephant management and Joanna’s own personal beliefs,
Winkie was not punished for her actions. She will be
managed in a way that will keep others out of harm’s way.
Winkie’s behavior is consistent with Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD). Recently, noted PTSD expert Gay
Bradshaw has begun working with the Sanctuary to study
and better understand the results of trauma on elephants.
Bradshaw believes that captive elephants who experience
trauma or abuse at an early age can suffer from PTSD.

The funeral service for Joanna was held on July 26 in
Hohenwald. It was followed by “A Gathering to Celebrate
Joanna’s Life” at Meriwether Lewis Park, where Joanna
loved to hike and be in the natural world.  Joanna’s
parents, Paul and Carol, and her brother, Mark, selflessly
honored her wishes to be buried on Sanctuary grounds.
They thanked Carol and Scott for giving Joanna the
chance to do work that made her so happy. The Sanctuary
was her home. Joanna has left her heart print on our
hearts and on our souls. All who loved her, elephant and
human, are struggling with our loss.

For eight years, Joanna Burke was the primary caregiver
for the The Elephant Sanctuary’s herd of rescued Asian
elephants. Joanna died on July 21 following a tragic
accident involving Winkie, one of her girls. In a sad and
uncanny coincidence, July 21 also marked the second
anniversary of the death of Tina, another of Joanna’s
beloved elephants.  

The morning of the accident, Joanna and Scott Blais, one
of the Sanctuary’s founding directors, followed their
regular morning routine, delivering water and conducting a
non-invasive visual examination of each elephant. While
examining Winkie, Scott discovered that her right eyelid
was very swollen, almost to the point of preventing her
from seeing out of that eye. She appeared to have
sustained a bug sting or bite during the night, similar to
one Tarra had several weeks before. Scott made a close
physical examination of Winkie’s eyelid and found it was
tender to the touch. 

After Scott’s examination, Joanna offered Winkie a drink of
water. Winkie appeared very calm. Joanna moved around
to Winkie’s right side to look at her eye, not intending to
touch it. Without warning, Winkie spun around and struck
Joanna across the chest and face. Joanna fell and Winkie
stepped on her, killing her instantly. Scott tried to
intervene and sustained minor injuries. He was taken to
Maury Regional Hospital and later released with a
fractured fibia.

The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, Lewis County
Sheriff’s Department, United States Department of
Agriculture, Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce
Development, and Occupational Safety and Health
Administration conducted independent investigations of
the accident. Each agency found that the Sanctuary was in
full compliance with all regulations. Joanna’s death was
determined to be an accident.

In accordance with The Elephant Sanctuary’s philosophy of

The Accident

Joanna and Delhi

The Sanctuary staff and Joanna’s family would like to express our deepest gratitude to the many
members and friends who have shown such overwhelming support during this difficult time.

Thank you for your heartwarming words of encouragement.

We also wish to acknowledge these friends, neighbors, companies and organizations who volunteered their time,
lent their support and touched us with their thoughtfulness following the accident. 

McCartney Produce, Paris, TN
Subway, Hohenwald, TN
Regions Bank, Hohenwald, TN
First Baptist Church, Hohenwald, TN
Dr. Denise Davis, Nashville, TN
Buck Keeton, Hohenwald, TN

Trudy Reeves, Hohenwald, TN
Bob Burklow, Hohenwald, TN
Kenneth Tumbow, Hohenwald, TN
Steve Vineyard, Hohenwald, TN
Jeff Skelton, Hohenwald, TN
Dwayne Kilpatrick, Hohenwald, TN

Sam Livingston, Hohenwald, TN
Annette Peery, Hohenwald, TN
Kay & Mickey Murphy, Hohenwald, TN
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
Performing Animal Welfare Society 
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One of my fondest memories of Joanna Burke is also
one of my first. Eight years ago, Joanna applied for the
Sanctuary’s fledgling internship program. Like every
aspect of Sanctuary operations, our internship
interviews are unconventional. Prospective interns are
required to work for a day prior to being interviewed.
Only after this practical work experience are they
seriously considered for the program. 

Scott supervised Joanna during her pre-interview work
day. He exposed her to power tools and farm equipment
to judge her aptitude for this work. Late that afternoon,
Joanna was ready for an informal interview. She didn’t
have time to shower and wash away the sweat and
grime from a day of hard work, to freshen up and
change into clean clothes, or even to enjoy a tall glass
of sweet tea to re-hydrate before she began discussing
her desire to enter our internship program. 

My memory is as clear as if it were yesterday. Joanna
sat before Scott and me, a gracious, focused, petite
woman, enthusiastically discussing her experiences that
day. When I asked how she felt about using power
tools, her big, beautiful eyes lit up, and she said it was
empowering. That was all I needed to hear. Joanna
understood what we were about. In that moment, I
knew she was meant to be at the Sanctuary. I turned to
Scott and said, “She’s in.” 

Joanna completed two internships with us — one was
not enough. She was a dedicated, dependable worker.
Upon completion of her second internship, she accepted
an offer to become the Sanctuary’s first paid employee.
From the very beginning, Joanna was an integral part of
the Sanctuary’s development and function. As an intern
and later as an employee, Joanna held our vision, at
times clarifying aspects of it for us. She was a mirror for
that vision, with her very soul reflecting our hopes and
desires back to us. The selfless love Joanna showered
on the girls and shared with everyone at the Sanctuary
is permanently woven into the fabric of our
organization. She was a blessing to the Sanctuary, to
the volunteers with whom she shared her passion, and
especially to each and every elephant who received her
loving care. 

We were not ready for Joanna to leave. The separation
has been painful and confusing, but the girls and all
the staff hold on dearly to our rich memories of this
special woman who touched us so deeply. 
Namaste, Joanna. f

My Fondest Memory

When one loses a child, “blessed” is not the word you
usually hear to describe what the child’s loved ones are
feeling. However, because of Joanna, we consider
ourselves blessed in many ways.

Joanna blessed us with the understanding that it is
possible to find and pursue one’s life purpose. By her
example, Joanna challenged us and those who knew
her to search out their purpose and to risk taking the
step to fully achieve that purpose.  

A quote by Philip Thatcher says it all:“Ask not what the
world needs. Ask rather what makes your heart sing and
go do that; for what the world needs is people with
hearts that sing.”

Joanna blessed us by helping us appreciate the
sacredness of animals, particularly elephants, and all
living things that have been given life. 

Further, Joanna blessed us with a new and deeper
understanding of the importance of respect for all
living things and all of creation. We were especially
blessed that Joanna was able to connect so deeply
with creation’s beauty through “her girls” at The
Elephant Sanctuary.

Joanna blessed us with her presence for 36 wonderful
years. In that time, Joanna blessed us continually by
showing us what it is to live a valiant, values-driven,
deeply spiritual life.  

We miss our little girl of course, but Joanna’s final
blessing has become her continued presence in the
hearts and lives of those who knew her.   

As Thomas Campbell said, “To live in the hearts of those
we leave behind is not to die.”

Blessed~
Reflections of Joanna’s Family
Paul, Carol and Mark Burke

f

by Carol Buckley

Joanna and Tarra
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Post-Traumatic Stress & Elephants
in Captivity
G.A. Bradshaw Ph.D., Ph.D. & Lorin Lindner Ph.D., M.P.H.

Note: The complete, unabridged version of this article
is available on our website at www.elephants.com.

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is a unique anxiety-
based reaction to life-threatening events. While
environmental threats such as hurricanes can be terrifying,
they generally cause fewer ill effects than human-caused
traumas. Natural disasters can usually be anticipated, and
attempts can be made to avoid harm. Underlying events or
“stressors” that contribute to the development of PTSD
include threat of death, physical abuse, torture, forced
incarceration (captivity), and witnessing the death of a
loved one. All elephants in captivity have experienced
most, if not all, of these events.

ELEPHANTS AND PTSD

Given our social and neurobiological similarities, it is no
surprise that both humans and elephants experience PTSD.
Most elephants in captivity have sustained not just one,
but many successive traumatic stressors. Wild-caught
young elephants taken for captive use are forcibly
separated from their families. Often they witness the
deaths of family members in the process of capture. They
are prematurely weaned and transported to environments
that differ dramatically from those to which they are
ecologically and evolutionarily adapted. Elephants in zoos
and circuses are often unable to maintain the bonds they
develop with other elephants that are central to their lives
and trauma recovery. 

Once in closed confinement captivity, elephants endure
severe hardship. Methods used to control them include
physical force, pain, food and water deprivation, isolation,
chaining, and highly restricted movement. Such trauma
and deprivation actually changes the way the brain
develops and functions. 

FLASHBACKS: RE-LIVING THE TERROR

Unlike the effects of a physical ailment such as foot
disease, the effects of trauma may initially escape
detection. Nonetheless, they are etched into elephants’
brains and behavior. Alterations to normal development are
particularly significant when trauma occurs early in life.
Premature maternal separation can severely undermine
psychobiological well-being through adulthood. Responses
to severe trauma often recur, sometimes many years later.
The range of responses includes memory alterations, sleep
disorders, hyper-vigilance, an exaggerated startle response,

...continued on next page

Since Joanna’s passing, life has been a little
challenging — acceptance of our new reality tops the
list of new difficulties. Slowly we have realized that
Joanna’s physical presence will no longer be here, no
more gut-wrenching laugh sessions mixed with the
occasional snort, no more words of support, no more
life-altering questions, and no more inspirational acts
of dedication and compassion.

As each hour and day passes and we begin to
reluctantly accept this reality, a new light emerges,
revealing that Joanna is actually closer to us than she
was before, and that her spirit is still protecting and
nurturing us. Still more days float by and this radiance
begins to enter our souls. Now there is more than the
physical presence. Not only is Joanna touching and
surrounding the depths of our souls, this spirit life
talks, hugs, cries, and most of all, this spirit can laugh!
As the laughter and joy grows, you may even hear the
occasional snort.

As I sift through the endless memories and enchanted
thoughts of Joanna, one that keeps returning to the
foreground is Joanna’s ability to hold a space for
everyone in her heart. She believed in the good that
her friends possessed, and she introduced many of us
to the good within ourselves. Joanna held a space for
nature, dogs, cats, trees, insects, rain, clouds, storms…
One of the things that I remember most about Joanna
is the space that she held for the elephants. We all try
to let go of our anxieties and stressors when we enter
the elephants’ world, but Joanna actually did it.
Anytime she was in their presence, they were all that
existed. One of her co-workers said that one of the
things she missed the most was watching Joanna with
the elephants. It was like watching a dance in zero
gravity, with all the participants floating several inches
off the ground and time standing still...absolute
ecstasy. 

As the search for a new definition of life continues, I
feel that it is time to follow Joanna’s lead and hold the
space for all of the good that motivates our lives,
making time to live the compassion that Joanna
embodied, time to be one with all that is, time to live
Sanctuary.

Joanna, thank you for sharing your humor, love and
wisdom. I will forever cherish this portion of my life’s
journey.

Namaste.

by Scott Blais
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and sudden outbursts of anger. One of the most dramatic
legacies of trauma is “flashbacks.” 

Understanding how the brain works can help us
understand how flashbacks occur. Trauma changes the
way we store and recall information. With PTSD, there
are deficits in the structure and function of core areas of
the brain that create a temporary amnesia—the losing
of a memory’s orientation to space and time—so that an
elephant may actually experience an old memory like it
is happening in the moment. 

Seemingly out of the blue, the victim is transported back
to the traumatic event. Smells, sounds or visual cues
may trigger the flashback. Flashback episodes are often
violent because trauma victims tend to misperceive
benign situations as threatening. This causes them to
respond in a self-defensive manner that is out of
proportion to the perceived threat. As quickly as they
flash into the past, trauma victims return to normal.
Often, there is a feeling of deep remorse or depression if
they have injured someone during the flashback episode. 

Now that we understand the susceptibility of elephants
to severe trauma, symptoms such as stereotypy,
infanticide, aggression, as well as “dangerous behavior”
can be understood as part of the bigger picture of
trauma and psychobiological compromise. 

ELEPHANT RECOVERY AND THE TREATMENT OF PTSD

PTSD is a chronic condition, but with proper treatment
from caregivers educated about the disorder, its
symptoms can be successfully managed. The core
philosophy and practices of The Elephant Sanctuary
embody key features of trauma recovery that have been
identified by psychologists and psychiatrists. Restoration
of an elephant’s sense of agency is central to the
Sanctuary’s philosophy. Agency means being able to
exercise one’s own free will. This freedom encourages
physical and psychological confidence and competence.
The Sanctuary creates what psychotherapists call a “safe
container”—a place where elephants can be elephants
when, how, and where they want without fear of reprisal. 

In many captive situations, elephants are punished for
taking initiative. In contrast, at The Elephant Sanctuary,
human-elephant interactions are considered a dialogue
involving the mutual consent of both elephants and
humans with no enforced power differential. Sanctuary
elephants can go through different phases of
personality, moods, and needs as part of the natural
progression in trauma recovery. To respond to these
changes, Sanctuary caregivers monitor each elephant’s
attitude, health, and behavior in detail and adjust
routines to accommodate these needs. 

WINKIE, JOANNA, AND ELEPHANT RECOVERY 

As decades of PTSD research attests, the past cannot be
undone. Trauma will haunt some individuals for the rest of
their lives. The tragic accident that killed Joanna brings
this lesson to heart. Winkie’s history is sadly consistent
with those of victims of multiple traumas sustained over
decades. Winkie was taken from the wild and her family at
a young age. She lived for many years under the duress of
closed confinement and its concomitant PTSD stressors.
Happily, like all the elephants who have come to The
Elephant Sanctuary, Winkie’s physical and psychological
health has improved tremendously. However, consistent
with PTSD survivorship, her symptoms appear to have
recurred in what seems to have been a PTSD flashback.
After the incident, Winkie expressed remorse and
depression, both symptomatic and consistent with post-
flashback experience.

Nonetheless, Winkie’s remarkable recovery relative to her
troubled past reminds us of how much can be done to
help victims of trauma. Given the multiple severe traumas
that all the elephants sustained before arriving at the
Sanctuary, the absence of other incidents is a testament
to the Sanctuary’s remarkable success in supporting
effective trauma recovery. Our research on elephant
trauma recovery at The Elephant Sanctuary deepens our
understanding of how we can help both elephant and
human trauma survivors heal.

Violence leaves a terrible legacy—the present and the
future must bear the burdens of the past. We may never
know the exact stimulus that triggered Winkie’s traumatic
memory and caused her to suddenly act violently. But
what we do know, and what Joanna and Winkie’s tragedy
compels, is that the traumatic circumstances that lead to
PTSD need to be prevented. 

G.A. Bradshaw, Ph.D., Ph.D. is on the faculty of the Depth Psychology
program at Pacifica Graduate Institute in Santa Barbara, California, and
the Environmental Sciences graduate program at Oregon State
University. Her research and teaching focuses on trauma recovery,
conservation psychology, and psychotherapy of elephants, parrots and
primates. She is completing a book entitled Elephant Breakdown: The
Psychological Study of Animal Cultures in Crisis. Other publications and
information may be found on her website: www.kerulos.org.

Lorin Lindner, Ph.D, MPH is a clinical psychologist and public health
specialist in Los Angeles. Dr. Lindner has served as Clinical Director of
New Directions for Homeless Veterans at the Greater Los Angeles
Veterans Administration Medical Center for over ten years. She has
initiated an inter-species recovery program at the Medical Center that
allows veterans undergoing trauma rehabilitation to care for rescued
parrots in a sanctuary setting. Dr. Lindner is an instructor in the
Department of Psychology at Santa Monica College in Santa Monica,
California. She has published on domestic violence, child abuse and
violence against animals.
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Flora, Tange and Zula continue to explore their habitat,
bond with their caregivers, and enjoy life. They interact
affectionately over the corral, but they have not spent time
in the habitat together in months.

The separation is part of an intense study being undertaken
by the Sanctuary. Flora has been the focus of this research
since her arrival. The youngest and largest of our African
elephants, she is physically breathtaking, but there are
times when her behavior is not consistent with that of a
healthy elephant.

Flora can become enraged for no obvious reason. At first
we thought she needed more elephants and more space, a
strategy that has worked for our other rescued elephants.
But we discovered that more elephants and more space
were overwhelming for Flora, creating anxiety that led to
destructive and aggressive behavior. She took out her
aggression on fencing and other elephants. We quickly
learned that Flora needed change, but in small increments,
a little bit at a time. 

We also established boundaries that helped her feel more in
control. Restricting elephants’ movements and choices is
simply not in our nature, but we sought advice from
professionals who helped us understand how best to assist
Flora in her recovery. We discovered that Flora’s behavior
was reminiscent of a human disorder that has been studied
extensively, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.

For the past two years, we have learned as much as we
could about PTSD and applied our new knowledge to help
Flora. Her aggressive behavior seems to be triggered by
overstimulation. The stimuli can be smells, sights, sounds,
too much space, and even other elephants. It appears that
too much of anything can cause Flora to become anxious
and respond aggressively. It is all too easy to allow
behavior to define our understanding of an animal, but this
creates the dangerous perception that the animal is
nothing more than the behavior she displays. For example,
someone might say, “Flora is an aggressive elephant.” By
recognizing that Flora suffers from a disorder, we can
instead say, “Flora is a magnificent elephant who suffers
from PTSD,” and separate her true nature from her actions.
Ultimately this distinction ensures we are better able to

help her. 

Since discovering that
Flora may respond
aggressively under
certain conditions, we
have created routines
that take her condition
into consideration. 

Each day, Flora leaves her private yard and spends a few
hours in the expanded habitat. She walks from her yard
through the barn and out into the habitat without
hesitation. When Flora is ready, she returns to her yard of
her own accord. These short daily excursions have allowed
Flora to get used to the big open space without
experiencing the anxiety that previously caused her to
become aggressive. 

When Flora heads out into the habitat, Zula and Tange
wait impatiently for Flora’s gate to be opened. They enjoy
exploring her private accommodations in her absence. All
three elephants are agreeable to this arrangement, and
the caregivers feel that they are providing the best
situation for them.

Since we adopted this routine, Flora has displayed no
signs of aggression and has blossomed. She is more
interested in engaging her caregivers. As a result of her
increased comfort level, caregivers have been able to trim
her foot pads, bathe her and engage her in play behavior.
Flora initiates the foot trimming sessions by showing
interest in the activity and demonstrates her comfort level
by cooperatively standing still as her pads are trimmed. 

Tange and Zula are completely at ease in the habitat, only
returning to the barn for “face time” with Flora and to
switch yards when Flora is exploring. On the other hand,
Flora continues to derive comfort from sleeping inside the
barn at night. To address the high temperatures at this
time of year, caregivers place an air-circulating fan
outside Flora’s preferred sleeping quarters. We know she
appreciates this pampering because she sleeps directly in
front of her personal elephant-sized fan every night. 

African Elephant Update

Flora treats herself to a mudbath
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“After listening to your interview, I found myself out taking care of
the girls as the sun sank below the horizon, seeing and feeling it all
as though it was the first time. Your words made me reconnect to
our mission here in such a powerful way.”    

~  Joanna Burke   
July 20, 2006

“After listening to your interview, I found myself out taking care of
the girls as the sun sank below the horizon, seeing and feeling it all
as though it was the first time. Your words made me reconnect to
our mission here in such a powerful way.”    

~  Joanna Burke   
July 20, 2006

 



Winkie and Sissy : June 15, 2006
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Delhi and Misty are elated to be together again

Since Misty arrived at The Elephant Sanctuary 18 months
ago, she has suffered the loss of her dear friend Lota and
lived for more than a year without the touch of another
elephant. So we are very happy to report that Misty was
released from quarantine in August. She completed her
year-long treatment for tuberculosis and has been declared
TB-free. Trunk wash cultures and blood samples will be
collected each month as a precautionary measure, but no
one expects Misty to experience a relapse. She was a star
patient who never missed a day of treatment. The team of
professionals overseeing Misty’s regime believe the
treatment was a complete success. 

Misty has moved into the expanded habitat with the
“Founding Herd” instead of moving in with the “Divas.” A
group of experts keenly aware of the health status of the
Hawthorn elephants made the decision. The Divas will
remain in quarantine for one year because they have all
been exposed to the human strain of TB. Although none of
the Divas have tested positive for the disease, as a result
of their health care over the past four decades and the
number of herd members that died of TB during that time,
they are a suspect group.

We struggled to decide whether we should return Misty to
the Divas, with whom she had lived for more than a
decade, or whether we should place her with the Founding
Herd, which included Delhi, another Hawthorn elephant
rescued two years before the others. Our primary concern
was Misty’s emotional well-being. We found no evidence
that Misty had any close friends among the Divas, but we
realized that because of the manner in which the
elephants had been managed, her trainers at Hawthorn
might not have recognized a deep relationship. The risks
of living with the Divas included the possibility of an old
feud between Misty and any one of the Divas of which we
were not aware, and most importantly, renewed exposure
to TB. The possibility of moving to the expanded habitat
with the Founding Herd afforded Misty a new beginning.
Even if she did not have a special relationship with Delhi,
we knew they would not fight, and Misty would have six
other elephants with whom to bond. 

Finally we received an e-mail that tilted the scales in
favor of Misty moving in with the Founding Herd. The e-
mail contained a photo of Misty performing alongside
Delhi and two African elephants. The information that

Misty Finds New Freedom and An Old Friend
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accompanied the photo suggested that Delhi and Misty were
good friends. In the end, the decision to move Misty into
the larger habitat seemed simple. She would join a herd that
had demonstrated its receptiveness to new elephants, have
more space, and enjoy the companionship of an elephant
with whom she was familiar. If Delhi and Misty had indeed
been close friends, this would be an added perk. On August
18, we knew we had made the right decision.

On move day, we thought Misty would simply walk to the
other side of the property. She was excited about the
prospect and followed her caregivers out of her yard to the
base of the hill that led to her new home. Unfortunately, the
hill was too steep for Misty, so we moved to “Plan B.” We
parked the transport trailer in her yard and encouraged her
to enter it. Misty showed little interest, so her caregivers
left her to investigate the trailer in her own time. When
they returned just thirty minutes later, Misty was calmly
standing in the trailer munching on hay and treats, ready to
get on the road. Misty was driven to the other side of the

property without
incident. The side
door of the trailer
was opened and
Misty came
bounding out, not
even giving Carol
(her personal
photographer)
time to click a
single picture.
With ears flapping
and eyes alight
with excitement,
Misty chattered at

her caregivers as she surveyed her new surroundings. She
made her way around the trailer, where she saw Delhi
standing several hundred feet away. Without hesitation,

Misty made her way to Delhi, who greeted her
tentatively at first. Within moments, they both rumbled
and chattered happily. They were so comfortable with
each other, it was as if they had never been separated.
Gentle trunk touches evolved into head rubbing; they
were elated to be together. They shared hay, treats and
the water bucket, playfully showering each other with
water. Caregivers watched with tears in their eyes and
smiles emanating from their hearts. This was a moment
that we will always cherish: two old friends together
again. The only thing missing from this magical scene
was Joanna’s beaming face as yet another beloved
elephant was placed in her care.

After her reunion with Delhi, Misty met some of her new
sisters. Sissy and Winkie were waiting at a distant gate.
Their approach was unhurried, and their manner was
tender and welcoming. Winkie approached Misty,
immediately touching her and allowing herself to be
touched. This was the best possible first meeting, thanks
to Misty’s gregarious nature and wisdom around
elephants. Winkie received lots of praise from her
caregivers for allowing Misty to approach and touch her.
Sissy was beaming with pride that her dear friend Winkie
had recovered to the point that meeting a new elephant
did not cause her anxiety as it had in the past. Sissy has
spent years helping Winkie overcome her past traumas;
her meeting with Misty was a testament to how far all
the elephants have come.

At the time of this writing Misty has not yet met her
other sisters, Tarra, Jenny, Shirley, and Bunny. You can
read more about these meetings and all of Misty’s
adventures in her diary on our web site. =

Delhi, Winkie and Misty

Misty and Delhi share a foot soak

Update on Gypsy and Nicholas

Almost two years have passed since the consent
order deadline, yet there are still two elephants
being held at the Hawthorn Corporation facilities in
Illinois.

The Elephant Sanctuary has formally offered to
accept Gypsy, the sole remaining female elephant.
According to Darby Holladay, USDA-APHIS Legislative
and Public Affairs, the agency's authority is limited
to reserving the right to approve or disapprove the
locations in any offer made to John Cuneo regarding
the placement of the Hawthorn elephants.

On September 1, 2006, when asked by The Elephant
Sanctuary if any offers had been made to take Gypsy,
and/or the lone male elephant Nic, Darby Holladay
stated "I am unaware of any approvals or
disapprovals of any offers."



relationships with the elephants and making the elephants
feel good about themselves.

Because of differences in personalities and physical
abilities, the Divas have naturally separated into two
groups. “The Fabulous Five” (Minnie, Lottie, Debbie,
Ronnie, and Queenie) are a gregarious group. They were
immediately comfortable in the habitat, only returning to
the barn to satisfy their curiosity or to drink from the
indoor waterers. “The Threesome” (Liz, Frieda and Billie)
spend their days closer to the barn and sleep there at
night. They are very well-matched, and in time they will
grow more comfortable with their freedom and feel
confident enough to venture farther into the habitat. They
do not seek out the company of The Fabulous Five, but do
not shy away from interaction when their more adventurous
sisters visit. However, Billie is quite distrustful of Debbie
and Minnie because they sometimes pick on her. As a
result, Billie retreats to higher ground so she can see when
Minnie or Debbie approaches the barn. This arrangement
has worked out well because it gives Billie room to
maneuver and space to retreat if she feels uncomfortable.

The future is bright for our Divas. They are relatively
young. The few health issues that exist can be overcome.
We believe that the traumas of their past need not
negatively impact their future. With patience, time and
space, these deserving girls will be the first herd of captive
elephants to demonstrate the recovery that is possible.

Science has taught us that elephants have a long
childhood. Like humans, they learn as much as possible
during this time to equip them for adulthood. Young
elephants in captivity learn from their handlers and
trainers. When the Hawthorn elephants first arrived at The
Elephant Sanctuary, their behavior and interactions
reflected the behaviors to which they had been exposed for
decades. They lacked patience with and compassion for
each other. They communicated through intimidation and
brute force. 

Since the arrival of the “Divas,” as we affectionately call
them, their behavior has changed dramatically. It has been
inspiring to see the gang fights and shifting alliances give
way to less combative styles of interaction. To support their
progress, we have given them homeopathic treatments and
the freedom to make their own choices. We have
consciously attempted to address the manner in which they
relate to each other, and we see improvement. 

Minnie has made the most profound turnaround. She is no
longer overtly aggressive to the other elephants to
maintain her dominant position; instead, she exhibits a
more passive form of dominance that involves mounting the
other elephants when they are in the water. The herd has
indicated that this form of dominance is acceptable to
them, representing a healthy shift in behavior. As the result
of Minnie’s diminished aggression, all of the elephants are
more relaxed and comfortable around her. When the Divas
arrived at the Sanctuary, Lottie was the self-appointed
matriarch. But she no longer wants that position and has
passed the baton to Minnie. While Minnie lacks many
desirable leadership qualities, she aspires to the position.
The other elephants have accepted Minnie’s role and are
adjusting to her domineering style. 

The Divas’ health is also improving. Frieda’s overgrown nails
and the inches of dead skin on her back are a problem of
the past. Her wrists are still stiff, but she is flexing them
more and more as she ventures farther afield. Liz has
gained nearly 1,000 pounds and cooperates as her keepers
soak her sore toe each day. Billie engages in play behavior
every morning during her bath, an encouraging sign that
lets us know she is comfortable here. Liz, Frieda and Billie
stay close to the barn in the mornings for more personal
pampering. Their caregivers demonstrate their attention to

the girls’ wants and needs, helping them build strong
12

=

The arrival of the “Hawthorn” elephants at The Elephant
Sanctuary presents a unique opportunity to further our
knowledge of tuberculosis in elephants. These elephants
are the “index” herd—the first herd in recent years to be
fully exposed to TB. By monitoring this herd closely, we
can learn more about how elephants respond to the
disease and to treatment over time.  

Susan Mikota, DVM, is The Elephant Sanctuary’s veterinary
research consultant and the Director of Veterinary
Programs and Research for Elephant Care International
(www.elephantcare.org). Before Hurricane Katrina hit,
Elephant Care International’s offices were located in
Waveland, Mississippi. After the hurricane, Dr. Mikota
accepted an offer of office space at The Elephant

Elephant TB Research

‘Divas’ Herd Update
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The elephants known as the Founding Herd are like the
oldest children in any family. They experience everything
before their siblings, including every facet of personal
recovery. The growth and development of the Founding
Herd prepares caregivers for what to expect from the
elephants who will follow in their footsteps. 

Last January, Shirley, Jenny, Tarra, Bunny, Sissy, Winkie and
Delhi embarked on an adventure of the grandest scale when
they migrated to their newly expanded habitat. Displaying
their individuality, some walked and others took a ride on
the ele-taxi. All arrived at the target location within hours
of each other.

All of the elephants, with the exception of Delhi, have
discovered the 25-acre lake, but only Tarra and Bela, her
canine companion, have gone for a swim. Sissy and Winkie
discovered a wonderful pond on the top of a hill with a
spectacular view. Jenny, Shirley and Bunny found another
pond hidden deep in the woods, surprising even their
caregivers, who searched for the evasive threesome for
nearly an hour. Most of their time has been spent exploring
every hill and dale, forest, stream and pasture on the
property. Previously clear-cut lands are sprouting every
manner of tasty vegetation for the girls’ enjoyment. 

The new habitat is diverse and immense, and this summer
it has also been extremely hot. The water trailer is a key
component of the elephants’ care during hot weather. The
water trailer is hauled via four-wheeler to the elephants
three times daily. The girls like to explore the roughest,
most inhospitable terrain, and they expect their water
trailer to come to them wherever they may be. Yes, the
four-wheeler has gotten stuck on many occasions!

Jenny is on a two-hour supplemental feeding schedule to
maintain her weight. To keep up with this elusive
wanderer, caregivers on four-wheelers travel through
blackberry patches and dense vegetation several times
each day. Luckily Tarra and Bela like to meet the four-
wheeler at the old logging roads that crisscross the
habitat, giving caregivers a clue as to the approximate
location of the rest of the herd. One particularly dense
area is referred to as “the gauntlet.” Naturally, the girls
love to spend their days exploring it. Once inside, a
human could easily lose his or her way. Thank goodness
for cell phones!

Delhi has entered her golden years and no longer wanders
the habitat. Her excursions are limited to a small patch of
woods and pasture several hundred yards from the barn.
This is where she receives her daily foot soaks and the
pampering that suits her so well. At this time of year
Jenny, Shirley, Bunny, Tarra, and Bela do not return to the
barn at all, but Sissy and Winkie return nightly to visit
with Delhi. They share some affection and food, and most
of the time, they spend the entire night together. 

On August 18, a new member joined the Founding Herd.
Misty was released from quarantine and moved to the
expanded habitat to be with her long-time companion,
Delhi. The reunion was heartwarming. Misty opted for an
ele-taxi ride and upon arrival, she actually bounced right
out of the trailer, chirping and talking with excitement.
When she saw Delhi several hundred feet away, she
quickly made her way in that direction. Delhi stood
perfectly still, and when Misty got close they both began
to rumble. Their affection for each other was obvious.
These old friends immediately recognized each other and
had much to share. Misty is ecstatic to be with other
elephants and to be reunited with her old friend. Delhi
has a sparkle in her eyes we have not seen before. Misty
is pleasantly protective of Delhi, who is radiant with the
attention. As the caregivers stand back and observe this
joyful reunion of old friends, tears stream down our faces.
We devote our lives to creating this kind of joy for them.
We provide as much emotional support as we can for each
elephant, but it is not enough. They need each other.
Feeling the love shared between Delhi and Misty is the
fulfillment of our dreams.

Sanctuary in Tennessee. During her time here and as
part of a major research initiative, Dr. Mikota will
collaborate with The Elephant Sanctuary’s TB advisory
panel to outline a plan to monitor and treat the herd as
necessary, with a focus on collecting samples and
information that may lead to the improved diagnosis
and treatment of TB in elephants. 

Tuberculosis is a devastating disease for both humans
and elephants. One-third of all Asian elephants live in

captivity. Most live in thirteen Asian countries where TB
is endemic among humans. As captive and wild elephants
often intermingle in countries like Thailand, India,
Myanmar, and Nepal, there is great concern that this
devastating disease may cross into wild populations. 

Elephant Care International began testing elephants in
Asia earlier this year, and it will continue to provide
updates on its TB research efforts at The Elephant
Sanctuary in Tennessee.

=

=

‘Founding’ Herd Update
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Debbie
Frieda
Liz
Lottie
Minnie
Queenie
Ronnie
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Tarra
Jenny

Shirley
Bunny

Sissy
Winkie

Delhi
Tange

Zula
Flora
Misty

Ways You Can Help the Sanctuary

Tarra, Bunny, Jenny, Shirley, Sissy,
Winkie, Delhi, Tange, Zula, Flora,
Misty, Billie, Debbie, Frieda, Liz,
Lottie, Minnie, Queenie, and
Ronnie eat a lot of food! You can
help by feeding any or all of them
for a day, a week, or...$30 feeds
one elephant for one day. 

Just tell us which elephant you’d like to feed and how
often. Every “Feed for a Day” donor receives a
certificate and a bio with a picture of the elephant(s)
you fed.

You can contribute in as many ways as you’d like, in
your own name or in honor of a friend or family
member. Contributions can be all at once or once a
month for as long as you specify.

Acres for Elephants
You can be the first in your group, neighborhood,
classroom, or office to buy real estate for elephants.
Help the Sanctuary’s expansion give elephants the room
they need to roam. Acres for Elephants donors receive a
subscription to Trunklines. Donations of $10 or more also
receive a certificate.

Square Elephant $3 x _______ = $_______
Space for an elephant to stand at rest ~ 6’ x 12’

Sleepy Square $5 x _______ = $_______
Space for an elephant to lie down and take a nap ~ 9’ x 14’

Dumbo $55 x _______ = $_______
Space for a small herd of elephants to stand ~ 1,440 sq. ft

Jumbo $350 x _______ = $_______
Space for a big herd of elephants to stand ~ 1/4 acre

Mammoth $1,400 x _______ = $_______
Space for a herd of elephants to explore ~ 1 acre

You can contribute in as 
many ways as you’d like, in 
your own name or in honor 
or memory of a friend or 
family member. Contributions can be all at once or once a month
for as long as you specify.

The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee is a non-profit 501(C)(3)
corporation. Your donations to any of the programs below are
tax deductible.
Use the form on the enclosed envelope to provide information and
indicate which giving program you have chosen. Be sure to
include the name and address for any “In Honor” gifts so we can
send the honoree(s) a certificate and Trunklines.

Donor Society

_______ $10,000+ Founder

_______ $5,000–$9,999 Benefactor

_______ $1,000–$4,999 Patron

_______ $500–$999 Sustainer

_______ $100–$499 Supporter

_______ $75  Associate

_______ $50  Family

_______ $30  Individual

_______ $10  Elder/Student

Friends

$30 x ______(# of days) x ______ (# of elephants) = $______

$15 T-shirt ~ (includes shipping/handling) & b/w photo of 

your favorite elephant   _____________  : $_____________
Name of Elephant

Feed for a Day

Expenses ~ based on 2005 unaudited financial records

Management & General ~ 4%
Fundraising ~ 6%

Program Services 
Operation 
& Education ~ 90%

*Note: Divas’ t-shirt is the Caravan to Freedom design.

Membership
Choose your level and become part of the nation’s first natural-habitat sanctuary for old, sick, and needy elephants
retired from circuses and zoos. Members receive a certificate and subscription to Trunklines for a year. Give a
membership as a gift and you also get an elephants.com sticker for your window.

Frieda, Billie and Liz



Sanctuary Clothing
Tan T-Shirt with Green Logo  $15.00
Adult q (M) q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL)  Youth q (L)

Black T-Shirt with Yellow Logo  $15.00

Commemorative 
T-Shirts  $10.00

Logo, website address, elephant’s 
name and the date she came to The 
Elephant Sanctuary printed in green.

Tarra...... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth  q (L)
Barbara... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth  q (L)
Jenny..... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth  q (L)
Shirley... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth  q (L)
Bunny.... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth  q (L)
Sissy....... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth  q (L)
Winkie... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth  q (L)
Delhi...... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth  q (L)
Tange....  Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth  q (L)
Zula.......  Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth  q (L)
Flora...... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth  q (L)
Misty.....  Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth  q (L)
Lota....... Adult  q (M)  q (L)  q (XL)  Youth  q (L)

Caravan To Freedom T-Shirt 
(4-color)  $15.00

Logo Sweatshirts  $20.00
Grey w/Blue Logo    
     Adult q (S)  q (M) q (L) q (XL) 

q (XXL) q (XXXL)
Youth q (S)  q (M)

Black w/Blue Logo    
     Adult q (S)  q (M) q (L) q (XL) 

q (XXL) q (XXXL)
Youth q (S)  q (M)

Blue w/Gold Logo......Youth q(S) q(M)

Purple w/Pink Logo...Youth q(S) q(M)

Baseball Cap  $15.00
Embroidered logo on tan hat with:
q Denim Bill      q Green Bill

Tina Memorial T-Shirt (4-color)  $15.00

Adult q (M) q (L)  q (XL)  Youth q (L)

Adult q (S)  q (M) q (L)  q (XL q (XXL)  Youth q (S) q (M)

Adult q (M) q (L)  q (XL)  q (XXL)  Youth q (L)

Tote Bags
Sanctuary Logo Tote Bags
 q Beige with black lettering  $10.00

 q Beige with green lettering $10.00

Commemorative “Jenny”  Tote Bag
 q Beige with 4-color imprint  $24.00

Videos & DVDs
“Information Video” $15.00
“Our Girls” $15.00
“Tarra Paints” $15.00
“Tina’s Memorial Video” $15.00
“The Urban Elephant” $30.00

 (VHS)          (DVD) 
  (VHS ONLY) 
 (VHS)          (DVD) 

 (VHS)          (DVD) 

 (VHS ONLY) 

“ELEPHANTS.COM” Bracelets
Royal blue silicone bracelets ideal for individuals or clubs & 
organizations to use for fundraising.

q 1 Adult  $5.00 q 1 Youth $5.00

q 10 Adult  $15.00 q 10 Youth $15.00

q 100 Adult  $100.00 q 100 Youth $100.00

q 1000 Adult  $800.00 q 1000 Youth $800.00

Elephant Sanctuary 
Mouse Pads

q Unsigned  $10.00

q Signed by Tarra  $25.00

“ELEPHANTS.COM”
  Car Window Decal

q  $3.00

Vehicle License 
  Plate Frame

q   $15.00

Miscellaneous

More!

Follow the links on our 
website to order Elephant 
Sanctuary US Postage 
Stamps and “Ele-Checks.”
A portion of proceeds 
beneÞ ts the Sanctuary!

Lots of other merchandise available. Please visit our Gift Shop online at
www.elephants.com

Tarra Paintings (print) Note Cards
q Mixed pack of 12 w/envelopes  $12.00

             Blank inside

Elephant Photo Holiday Cards
  Pack of 12 w/envelopes  $20.00
   Inside message “Peace on Earth, Sanctuary To All”

Cards

Books

Our ‘Divas’ commemorative shirt

“Travels With Tarra” by Carol Buckley
   Hardcover; ideal for grades 3-7. 

All proceeds beneÞ t Tarra’s Endowment Trust.

q Unsigned  $17.00

q Autographed by 
            Carol Buckley  $30.00

q Autographed by Carol 
Buckley  & stamped with 
Tarra’s signature  $100.00

q Version 1
Bunny, Jenny & 
Shirley

q Version 3
Sissy & Tarra

NEW!
q Version 4

The Divas

q Version 2
Shirley & Jenny

 START
     YOUR
   HOLIDAY
SHOPPING
  EARLY!

All proceeds benefit The Girls!      Shop online: www.elephants.com/estore 15

Elephant Sanctuary Merchandise Use the order form envelope inside this newsletter
or shop online at: www.elephants.com/estore
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Upcoming Issue
• Misty meets Tarra, Jenny, Shirley and Bunny
• More news about PTSD

Two by two they came, carefully guided in a caravan
that would end in Hohenwald, Tennessee. Celebrate the
freedom of the Hawthorn girls by purchasing their
special Caravan to Freedom T-Shirt, featuring the
colorful artwork of Canadian artist Bee Bassage. Shirts
are only $15 and are available in adult sizes S, M, L,
XL, and XXL and youth sizes in S and M. To order,
please use the envelope included in this newsletter or
visit our gift shop online at www.elephants.com. All
proceeds benefit the elephants!

In honor of the rescued 'Divas'

Caravan to Freedom T-shirts

We would like to thank the many members of The
Elephant Sanctuary who support our work through the
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) workplace giving
program. While the automatic payroll deductions may
allow you to make a contribution without much fanfare
on your end, be assured that your donation is received
with lots of trumpeting around here.

If you are a federal government employee and would like
to find out more about donating to The Sanctuary
through CFC giving, visit www.cfcna.org (our code is
#1822) or contact us at 931-796-6500, and we will help
put you in touch. If you are already participating in the
CFC program, please renew your pledge during the fall
giving campaigns. Your support is a critical part of our
success. Sanctuary much!

A Special Thanks To Federal
Government Employees

Sign up to receive our monthly 
“e-Trunklines” updates

If you are not already getting
our monthly newsletters via e-
mail, sign up now to catch the
latest Sanctuary happenings
between our Trunklines issues.  

To join, look for the instructions
at the “Trunklines” link on our
website, or e-mail
cathy@elephants.com.


