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San Antonio Zoo Asian Elephant Nicole  
Headed to The Elephant Sanctuary In Tennessee 

 
SAN ANTONIO – San Antonio Zoo's Asian elephant Nicole is moving to live her remaining years 
at The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee. Nicole was part of San Antonio Zoo's Asian elephant 
geriatric herd coined, The Golden Girls. Together, from 2016 until Karen & Lucky's passing in 
2022, the trio brought millions closer to Asian Elephants and their caring nature.  
 
"We are going to miss Nicole dearly," said Tim Morrow, President & CEO of San Antonio Zoo. 
"We are grateful for the years she spent with us as one of the Golden Girls. She and Karen 
bonded beyond expectations with Lucky and inspired visitors to care for and want to protect 
elephants from extinction." 
 
Founded in 1995, The Sanctuary is accredited by The Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries, 
certified by the Association of Zoos & Aquariums and licensed by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture and the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency.  
 
Nicole will be moving from San Antonio Zoo this week, but guests don't need to say goodbye to 
elephants at San Antonio Zoo forever.  
 
"Elephants WILL return to San Antonio Zoo in the future as part of the zoo's expansion with a 
new world-class elephant habitat," said Morrow. "We are currently in the largest growth period 
our 108-year-old zoo has ever seen, and elephants are a big part of our future plan. An inspiring 
new entrance will be opened later this year, with the largest gorilla habitat in the U.S. coming 
shortly after. Inspiring our community through education and conservation will continue to be 
our focus as we look to the next 100 years of securing a future for wildlife and wild places in 
Texas and worldwide." 
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Planning is underway to join the current elephant and giraffe habitats, allowing the zoo to add 
more giraffes and other species to an expanded savanna. Until that construction begins, five 
Bactrian Camels will move into that space shortly after Nicole's departure. 
 
Nicole will take the 800-mile journey in a climate-controlled transportation crate alongside a 
veterinarian and support staff. With the help of her animal care team, Nicole has spent the last 
month in her habitat acclimating to the crate. 
 
"Nicole is actually used to traveling," said Rachel Malstaff, Director of Mammals at San Antonio 
Zoo. "Before joining the Golden Girls in Bahiti Waters, Nicole was part of a traveling circus. She 
was naturally curious and quickly comfortable when we introduced her to the transportation 
crate. I have no doubts that the trip will go smoothly and this sweet elephant will feel right at 
home when she arrives." 
 
Nicole, who will soon turn 48 years old, will join nine other elephants ranging in age from 37 to 
60.  
 
About San Antonio Zoological Society 
San Antonio Zoological Society was established in 1929 and is a nonprofit organization 
committed to securing a future for wildlife. The society operates San Antonio Zoo, Will Smith 
Zoo School, Edutainment, Center for Conservation and Research at San Antonio Zoo, and Kiddie 
Park.  
 
About San Antonio Zoo 
San Antonio Zoo®, operating since 1914, is a nonprofit zoological facility committed to securing 
a future for wildlife. Through its passion and expertise in animal care, conservation, and 
education, the zoo's mission is to inspire its community to love, engage with, act for and protect 
animals and the places they live. The zoo welcomes more than a million visitors each year and is 
open year-round. San Antonio Zoo operates the largest nature-based preschool in the country, 
Will Smith Zoo School, the Center for Conservation and Research, and Kiddie Park. San Antonio 
Zoo is accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums, the Zoological Association of 
America, and Humane Certified by American Humane. 
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The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee 
Located on 3,060 acres in Hohenwald, Tennessee, The Elephant Sanctuary is the nation’s largest 
natural-habitat refuge developed specifically to provide for elephants as they age with 
the companionship of a herd and individualized care. Founded in 1995, The Sanctuary is 
licensed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 
and is the only elephant facility that has been dually recognized through accreditation by 
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the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries and certification by the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums. 
 
The Sanctuary also works to raise public awareness of the complex needs of elephants and the 
crisis facing elephants in the wild. The Elephant Discovery Center, The Sanctuary’s educational 
center with exhibits focused on elephants’ role as a keystone species, is open to visitors in 
downtown Hohenwald. The habitats are closed to the public.  
 
For more information about The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee, 
please visit www.elephants.com.  
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