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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS PROVIDING SANCTUARY: THEN, NOW, & NEXT

SISSY

Asian elephant Sissy, known previously as “Gerry II,” was
imported from Thailand as a calf to a Texas petting zoo,
where she gave rides to children. Earning a reputation
for being difficult and dangerous, she was moved several
times to zoos throughout Texas, before retiring to The
Sanctuary at age 32 in 2000. In the years at Sanctuary
exploring her natural surroundings, Sissy has built trusting
relationships with Caregivers, and close companionship
with habitat mates Tarra and Shirley. Having once
survived a record flood, breathing through her trunk
while submerged for 24 hours in her zoo exhibit, at The
Sanctuary Sissy seems to have completely overcome
her trauma-induced aversion to water. “Sissy shows
resilience every day,” says Caregiver Brandi R. “We
delight in watching her splash in ponds, interact with
other elephants, and pop her trunk when excited. It’s hard
to believe she was once considered a problem.”

This year marks The Sanctuary’s 25th anniversary and Sissy’s 20th year in residence.
YOUR partnership ensures a safe, healthy, and stable life for Sissy, who has
endured so much. This is our mission and our goal for all of the current and future
elephants in our care, whose stories are varied, but who all share the opportunity
for a new life in a refuge dedicated to their well-being.

» THEN
In 1995, it was unheard of to carve out a large space in America
for just one species. YOU made the idea to provide safe haven for
retired elephants in the rolling hills of Middle Tennessee a reality.
Many of you demonstrated vital support in those early years,
and followed the tales of transformation in early residents Tarra,
Barbara, and Jenny.
With every new resident—28 elephants in 25 years—you have
joined us in support of providing a better life for these animals.
You recognize how vital it is that they have the space and the

environment to express natural behaviors, enjoy the companionship
of a herd, and receive personalized care tailored to their social,
emotional, and physical needs. Freedom of choice to participate
in their own health care may seem like a small thing, but it’s an
enormous shift in what the intelligent species have been permitted
to do and demonstrates how they can grow trust and confidence
in the right environment. The hardships of dominance-based
training and the strains of traveling and performing are now truly in
their past.

» NOW
With a quarter-century of lessons learned from the elephants in
our care, we know it takes an enormous set of resources to serve
these creatures. We provide high-quality hay and restaurant-grade
produce for the elephants’ balanced nutrition, medical treatments
that ease ailments common to elephants living in captivity, and
protective reinforced steel fencing that runs over $100 per linear
foot. Upgrading our facilities and improving care options to
meet the needs of our lifetime residents, our present is about
maintenance, innovation, education, and preparation for the future.
Now, with your support, we are poised to deepen our engagement
through immersive educational experiences in classrooms using
digital tools, and in our downtown Hohenwald Elephant Discovery
Center. Advocates young and old wield influence in their own
networks, leading others to action through compassion. Given the
global crisis facing both captive and wild elephants, we partner with
welfare and conservation agencies working in the field in areas of
conflict to improve the conditions of elephants around the world.
Simultaneously, our Elephant Health Care Center will be finalized

soon to host our talented Veterinary Team, plus consultants and
elephant experts from all over. This provides us the opportunity
to share our knowledge and learn from others about improving
health for all elephants.

SUKARI & TANGE

YOUR PARTNERSHIP ENSURES OUR ABILITY TO PROVIDE
FOR OUR CURRENT RESIDENTS AND THOSE TO COME.
» & NEXT
The ongoing costs of providing the best for our residents, current
and future, are large. That’s why every investment in our mission
counts, and The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee celebrates YOU
for your many contributions throughout our history. Expanding
public consciousness of the complex needs of elephants—and
how we as people can ensure their well-being—takes a broad
coalition of supporters like you.
Partner with us in our continued efforts to provide elephants with
the opportunity for renewal here in Tennessee, and to expand
awareness of the crisis facing elephants across the globe. With
your gift to our 2020 Spring Campaign, you ensure that Sissy,
Shirley, Tarra, Tange, Flora, Sukari, Billie, Minnie, Ronnie, Debbie,
and Nosey receive rest, refuge and gold standard care for a lifetime.
We thank you for joining us in bringing this mission to life for the
past 25 years, and carrying it forward for many more years to come.
We so appreciate you being part of our herd!

In 2020, your investment
counts toward:
Shelter and individualized wellness plans
for our 11 elephant residents in 3 distinct
habitats
7 trailer loads of hay and straw, portioned
out daily according to each elephant’s
nutritional needs
The upkeep and modification of more than
30 miles of habitat fencing
Employing a staff of 46 professionals,
who’ve joined us from 16 different states
to contribute their passion and expertise
to this mission
More than 500 Distance Learning programs
provided to students across the world

Sincerely,

Collaboration with 10 international partners
on 4 continents

Janice Zeitlin, CEO

Exchanges with peers from 165 Global
Federation of Animal Sanctuaries (GFAS)
accredited institutions and 238 Association
of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) certified
organizations

Giving online is easy and secure at www.elephants.com
Click "Donate" and make a gift to our "Spring Campaign"

The Elephant Sanctuary has set aside unrestricted financial operational reserves of five times its budgeted expenses to ensure the lifetime care and
safe haven for an undetermined number of elephants. Elephants have an expected life span of 50-70 years and The Sanctuary is committed to providing
food, shelter, veterinary care, medicine, caregivers, property maintenance and security. Along with the public’s continuing support, these funds are
needed to provide for the elephants currently in our care and those to come.

As a sanctuary accredited by the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries and certified by the
Association of Zoos and Aquariums, the elephants’ 2,700-acre habitat is not open to the public.
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Please detach and return this form along with your check
made payable to The Elephant Sanctuary.
Your donation is tax deductible as a charitable contribution. Please consult your tax advisor.

✂
Mail to: The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee, P.O. Box 393, Hohenwald, TN 38462,
or give online at www.elephants.com

q Check this box and share your email address to
save trees and receive communications digitally.

SUPPORT THE ELEPHANT SANCTUARY’S 2020 SPRING CAMPAIGN

Email (required):_____________________________

Yes, I want to help change the lives of elephants!
Please use my enclosed gift to support The Sanctuary’s mission.

q My check is enclosed

q $ 1,000 q $ 500 q $ 250 q $100 q $ 50 q OTHER_______

Please charge my gift through my credit card:
q Visa q Mastercard q Discover q AMEX
Credit Card #:_______________________________
Exp. Date:____________ CVV Code:____________

_____________________________________
Authorized Signature
For details on how we collect and use your information, including the information
you submit through this mailing, please see our Privacy Policy available at
www.elephants.com/privacy-policy. By completing and mailing this form, you agree
that you have read, understood, and agree to all policies contained in the Privacy Policy.

q

Check this box if you would like to unsubscribe from all future
communications from The Sanctuary, both physical and electronic.

